L]

THE BEMIWEEKLY TRIBUNE. NORTH PLATTE, NERRASKA,

(Q{ MART IN CONWAY
¢ ()

OLLAND in it guaint way is a land
of romance, but of a burgherish
aolld wort, the antipodes of
the romance of the sunny East.
Duteh romance Is the child of In-
dustry, enterprise, dogged courage
fogs and wialerways, and its great
days fell within the limits of the
gevopteenth century. Then ships
of Holiand salled all the geven seas and brought
home woalth and tales of adventure, Then ila
gallors hammeored at the arctle fee-pack and
pushed their trade among tropical spice |slands
Then it waa that De Ruyler salled up the Thames
with & broom at his masthead; then, too, that
Rembrandt painted and Vondel rhymed. That
nlso for Holland wae a great bullding age, when
prosperity caused cliles to grow, canala to be
Aug, ports to be bullt, and the multiplex actlvity
of Dutechmoen to manifest ftsellf in all kinda of
makings and shapings upon the surface of thelr
nmphibious land—half earth, half water. Thus
it Is the Holland of Rembrandt's day and there-
about that remains most Interesting to the trav-
eler, and It is the bulldings then erocted that are
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most worthy of study and presentation within
her towns
Amsterdam, when Rembrandt went to settle

there about 1631, was passing architecturally
through a period of transition. The small core
of the clty, where everything was on & small
poale, still retained many remnants of the me-
Hleval age, The canals in it were narrow, the
nceommodation for ships was exighous, A grow:
Ing population and expanding trade were finding
thomselves horribly eramped

Amsterdam grew like an onlon, by layers sur
rounding lavers about a center From time to
time new rings of cannls were added, with radial
connections, and then more rings eutside them
Of course fortifled walls wore erccted round the
whole at different dates, but they never Inated for
long and had to be raplaced by new circulis as
tho city expanded. The moat of each new clrouit
bacame a canul within the next, Those who were
rosponsible for the important changes made al
the beglnning of the seventeentl century had the
good sense not to destroy every memorial of
madieval days. In particular they spared some
of the old fortification towers, applying them to a
new purpose and refiiting them accordingly. Thus
the tower called Montelbaanstoren, which still
atands by the old Schans, one of the largoest
basine of the earller canal system, was a part of
the medieval fortifications. They turned it into
& ploturesque bell tower by the addition of a
superstructure set up In the year 1606, Though
this was done before Rembrandt's day, he omitted
the steeple In an admirable drawing he made of
i, thus glving one among countless Instances
that might be cited, of his attachment rather to
the past than to the coming- taste of tho people
of his day. The only other high tower st Am-
stordam drawn by him was the Westertoren or
tower of the Wenterkerk on the Prinsengracht,
which unfortunately, we cannot produce In this
place. That tower was a favorite with the folk
of Amsterdam, and | have more than once found
it referred to, In narratives of Dutch exploration,
R8s o measure of helght, as, for Instance, when a
glacler cliff s sald to have stood out of the sea
nbout as high as the Westertoren. It I8 n storled
tower, composed of four retreating rectangular
stages, each with columns at the angles, not
uniike some of Wren's towers in the city of Lon
don,

The Wastertoren, however, carrles us down
pathor too late, when Palladlan ldeas were af-
Yocting Duteh architects. This was a fonture of
the change of taste, which made the art of Rem:
brandt old fashloned and terminated his pros:
perity. The Mint tower of 1840, and the others
shown in our illustrations, are oxamples of Am.
stardam steeple architecture of Rembrandt's own
generation. If they must bo called fantastic they
are certainly pleturesque, and admirably sulted
to enliven a canal vista or to poke up out of a
foreground of erow-stepped gables.

These arc the typleally Duteh towers, these
bulldings of the great days of Dutch romance.
Earller towers we can find (n Holland, but they
are Gothle, and re-echo the stylo claborated In
France, France also set the key of architectural
style In the eighteenth cenmtury, In the soven-
teenth century Holland stood on her own feet,
and other folk imitated the work of her artists.
The Dutech style affected England: it was iml
tated in the remarkable bulldings erected In Den.
mark for Christian IV. It penetrated to the ends
of the earth, It went with Dutch adventurers to
New York, to Ceylon, to the Cape of Good Hope,
where examples of it may still be hunted out by
patient searching.

Our Mustrations Include a few of the earller
towers of Holland, about which a word or two
muat be sald. Here, for Instance, are the Cathe
dral and one of the medioval gates of Manatricht,
neither of them In any sonas characteristically
Duteh, for the Holland that the world admires
was created In the fire of the Reformation wars
The cathedral church of St. Servatius at Maas
tricht I8 of early Christian foundation, and it 1s
evon claimaed that portions of the existing walls
date back to the sixth century. The bullding as
we pee it, however, Is a great romanesquo
church of Rhenish style, with restored eleventh
century towers at the angles of its apse and a
Iater Gothic bell tower adjmcent to a side aialo.
Utrecht and Delft have bell towers of & like kind.
the upper story being wany-sided and many-
gabled. Another such tower 18 in Paradise itselt,
it we are to believe Hubert Van Eyck's pleture of
that deloctable land, the famous altarploce still
at Ghent, unless the Germans have carrled it off.

Modleval Maasiricht was not a large place.
The Cathedral was In the center of It; not more
than five hundred yards away are the remains of
the city walls of 1280. The exigencies of war
make the military architecture of a glven date
evorywhere much the same, Thus the tower
flanked south gate of Masstricht 1s not different
In design from many another that can be found
~ in the old cities of Europe. But though It had
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Hitle Individuality to start with, the adventures
and patchings of time have endued it with a
pleturesqueness of its own. The bullders gave
it practically no decoration, but such solld works
recelve all they need from the hand of time,
which adds detall with unerring taste. The
plainer an edifice may have been to start with,
the better {Ime adorns it, provided it hos beon
bullt with sound malterials, good workmanship
and in good proportions, Most of England's noblest
castles must have looked gaunt and even (to
contemporary eyes) ugly. To the Saxon cltizens
of London the White (doubtless whitewashed)
tower can hardly have conveyed esthetic pleas-
ure. But time has even decorated Norman cas-
tles, so that not the baldest modern gky-acraper
neod despair of future admiration If it can hold
Itsell end up long enough

Amersfoort tower s anything rather than plain
On the contrary, it 18 in the Gothic style tending
towards flamboyant, while its general doesign s
of the type of the tower at Utrecht, which, Indeed,
belng only fourteen miles away, doubtless sug-
gested (L. That was built durlng the middle half
of the fourteenth century; Amersfoort at the
very end of the ffteenth, Both have the open
octagonal top story already deseribed. Utrecht is
438 feet high, Amersfoort 312 feet. The Intter Is
considered to be the finest Gothic tower In Hol-
land. T suppose It to have been surmounted or
intended to be surmounted by a plain splre, but
the present bulbous top and open-work crown
were put on In 1666. Where did Holland get Its
taste for these bulbs? She did not have a mo-
napoly of them, for they are numerous enough in
Germany and even In Switzerland. An oriental
original probably suggested them. The Amers-
foort church was built in the fourteenth century,
and the tower may well have been projected from
the first. An explosion damaged the bullding, but
the damage was made good and the tower for.
tunately escaped,

Fow tourlsts stop at Amersfoort, but plenty ot
them can see the tower from the traln on their
way eastward from Amsterdam. The summit of
it looks northward far away over the Zuyder Zee,
and in every other direction over a country as
flat ms water, There was some fun in butlding
high towers In Haolland, they could be seen from
80 far away. Amoersfoort can hall Utrecht on any
cloar day, and both of them Rhenen (I imagine),
which Rembrandt sketched,

Anyone who has landed at Flushing, and pro-
ceeded thenge anywhither by traln, has been
carrled for the first few milea over tha am-
phiblous region of the Island of Walcheren. He
has passed Middelburg and presently, if he looked
AwWay off to the left, he will have seen, at a dis
tance of two or three miles, the little town of
Veore. Hoth ars old towns and highly pletur
e€8que.  BHo Indesd Durer recorded them (o be
when he visited them in the cold December of
1620. “Midadelburg,” he sald, "is a good town, a
fine place for sketching. It has a beautitul town
hall with & fine tower. There is much art shown
In all things here.” All he has to say about Veere
is that “it is a fine lttle town where lie ships
from all lands.” The obJect of Durer's unfor
tunate winter journey to the lslands of Zeeland
was not, however, to sce towers and town halls,
but to satisfy his insatinble curlosity about
natural history, He wanted to make a drawing
of a whale that had been stranded In those
parts. Such curlosity In the case of men ke
Durer and Leonardo is the first Indication we
posscss of the approach of the age of acience,
The whale had been washed away before Durer's
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arrival, so the drawing was never msade, but a
chill that he caught on this journey lald the foun

dations of the fliness which eventually carried
him off, The town hall of Middelburg and its
fine tower were new bulldings when he saw them
The town hall and tower of Veere were some
forty years older, having been bullt about 1470
by A. Keldermans the elder, though the statues
on the facade were not added till after Durer's
visit. Unfortunately the surviving pages of his
fketch-book contain no drawings of these places.
There Is, indeed, on one page the complicated
top of some fower, unnamed, the highest membor
of which ls llke that of Veere, but the rest is
diferent. Durer was evidently entertalned by
these fantastie steeples and several of them ap
pear in his sketches. In the nature of things,
however, such light wooden structures as
crowned the towers of the low countries were
not 80 durable as the stone substructures. Some
have perished by fire, others have lost thelr open.
work decorations, others have had to be repalred
in varlous degrees, and repair has generally
meant simplification. The tower of Veere, how-
éver, was apparently never very elaborate, and
probably remains much as it was originally bullt.
Foursquare and plain below, the stone portion s
completed with a clock chamber, strengthened
at the corners. Then comes a balustraded bell
chamber, with a bulbed spire for roof to It. of
unsually slender and graceful proportions. Little
imitation dormer windows were a common deco
rative detall on these bulbs, but on Veere gpiro
they are reduced to the roofs of them only, Thess
and the Gothle erochets higher up are the only
medieval eloments surviving In this tower.

The town hall below contalns a trensure cer
tainly worth seelng, for lovers of fine goldsmith's
work worth going to see—an admirable classl
fication of “sights” which we owe to the common
sengs of Doctor Johnson. How uvseful a guide
book to Rurope, confined to the thingds “worth
going to sen,"” would be when peaco returns,
though a real peace in a once more friendly world
& hardly to be looked for in the doys of any but
the young. Tha troasure al Voore 1s & lua'uuifl
cent goblet, richly enameled and chased, which
the townsfolk caused to be madoa for,
sented to, the Emperor Maximilen

How they managed to have ho
of giving It and the solld satfsfac
It is not recorded in any books 1o which 1 have
Accenn. At all events, there ft raiainag—a very
handsome oxample of a fine period of mrt in the
low countrics, Veere nlso pNEsesses a fourieenth
century church, once In ruins but now repalred;
also some remarkable old houses, a fonutain of
1651 and other agreeable remalins. Cn the whole
a traveler on landing in Holland might well spend
a night at Middelburg, where Le ean hire cyela
or motor and make in a sing'e day a clreuit of
entertalning Ittle places, which preserve the
charmsa of old Holland move completely than the
larger and more famous cltles whereln modern
life has compelled much exiernal modernization
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"Are the fish biting pow?"

“Yes," replied the boy.
to catech ‘em.”

“Do you mean to say you don't fsh

"l don't exactly £sh. But if a fish comos along
and bites at me I do my best to defend mysele.”

asked the stranger
"Bul you aln't allowed

PORTUGAL'S NEW PRESIDENT

elected.

Bernardino Machado, the recently
elected president of Portugal, has
been prominent for years in public
life, having served his country as pre-
mier, provisional miiister of foreign
affairs, minister of the interior and
minister to Brazll. He has been con-
sidered the foremost man in the re-
pubMean party, and befors the over
throw of the monarchy was regarded
as the logical cholee of that party for
the presidency. In January, 1908, he
was accused of conspirrey against the
crown, but the charges never were
proved,

Senhor Machado, who 18 sixty-five
years old, formerly was professor of
philosophy in Colmbra university, but
was ousted from his chair because he
Joiued the anticlerieal movement. He
ls an excellent speaker, and during
kis public career has been regarded
a8 strongly pro-Britigh.

One of the interesting storiea re-
garding SBenhor Machado is that he

served as Portuguese minister to \Vashington fn 1900 and 1901 under the
name of Marquis de Santo Thyrso, but was recalled because he made a pre-
mature announcement to his country of President McKinley's death, which
resulted in Lisbon sending messages of condolence four or five days before
the president died. After his recall, according to the story, he dropped the
title, which was of papal origin, and resumed his family name,

The president of the Republic of Portugal is elected by joint vote of
both chambers of parliament for a term of four years, and cannot be re-
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PLEASANT TOM TAGGART

The power of personality never
was better illustrated than in the ca-

reer of Thomas Taggart, the Indi-
ana—and national—political leader.
Irish by birth, Taggart must have

caredzed the blarney stone from the
parllost days of his infancy to the day
of his departure for American shores,
This is not to say that he is an orator.
He is nothing of the sort. On the con-
trary, he is no speechmaker at all,
But when it comes to saying quickly,
in private conversation. or in passing
greeting, the right thing in the right
way at the right moment, Taggart is
without a superior in the whole coun-
try. Not even his bitterest enemy will
find the slightest fault with Taggart's
ever-brillinnt, ever-pleasant smile.
That was the gift with which he
began life, That was his talent and
his capital. A cheery smile, a firm,
friendly hand-clasp, a ready sympa-
thy—these went with it. And the com-
bination elevated Thomas Taggart

hands, they say, are clean.

from a clerk’s position behind a depot lunch counter and a salary of eight
dollars a week to the highest position of political bossism in state and nation
and to the millionaire's status In point of fortune,

Taggart's Intimate friends are agreed that Taggart's political leadership
has cost him, in money, far more than it has ever put in hls pocket,

His

His fortune was made when he gained control
of the company that operates the French Lick Springs hotel.

GUARDS PRECIOUS DOCUMENTS l

papers vital to our country's history.”

Mise Fitzhugh is a Kentucky girl.
Georgia and Michigan, and won her present office through the civil service.
Dr. Fugene Wambaugh of Harvard, who was a special counsel for the state
department when the European war broke out, remarked that the govern-
ment had at least one employea well placed.
guages, and knows the contents of treaties like a book.

Woman's sphere in affairs of state
extends Into one of the most impor-
tant offices of the government. HEspe-
clally important at the present day Is
the library of the state department,
where are kept the treatles, records
and valuable data that determine the
American policy in world affairs.

Misg Lucy Stuart Fitzhugh, who
has catalogued and classified the
library, Is the expert clerk of the
library, and cares for its precious doc-
uments. She takes the place of the
honored “keeper of the rolls,” who
ranks as a high dignitary in foreign
governments.

"We have here a great many pub-
lications and documents that are to
be found nowhere else in the world,”
she says. “Among our most precious
documents are the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution of
the United States in the originals,
with the articles of confederation, the
emancipation proclamation and other

She taught school In Pennsylvania,

She translates forelgn lan-

I CHIEF JUSTICE

WHITE'S JOKE

Although ponderous and learned
and dignified, Chief Justice White of
the Supreme court cracks an occa-
slonal joke.

White buys clgars at a certain
drug store in Washington, and the
man behind the eclgar counter has
come to know him well enough to talk
to him rather frensly.

One day as he handed the chief
Justice his change the cigar salesman
Inquired breezily, by way of small
talk:

“Well, Mr., Chief Justice, how's
the Bupreme court geing to decide
those antitrust cases next week?

‘It sn't a mattor that we're sup-
posed to talk much about,” replied
White, pleasantly, *“Still I don't mind
telling you, provided youw'll give me
your assurance that it will go no fur-
ther."

“Oh, I shan't tell a soul,” declared
the clgar man, earnestly, “Not a
word,"”

White leaned over the counter and whispered:
“We're golog to declde them-—right.”




